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Let's Talk Early Learning:
Diving Deeper into Emergent Literacy

Let's Talk Early Learning will focus on gaining
a better understanding of emergent literacy
in young children and how it impacts later
literacy development.

Join us as we continue to dive deeper
into this topic!

Professional development hours are available!
Must attend the full session to qualify.
Let's Talk Early Learning is an informal learning space for Oakland early learning professionals to
support and share with each other in a spirit of community.
It is facilitated by Ivonne Garcia, Brittany Philpart, and Annette Wright. m
January 13th, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM: Introducing Our 2026 Topic Area

Our topic area for 2026 is dedicated to better understanding emergent literacy in young children and
it's impact on later literacy development.

February 17th, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM: Building Early Literacy Skills with Multilingual Learners
Presentation by Cristina Urbano, Program Director of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive
Pedagogy, Multilingual Learners at Alameda County Office of Education, followed by a facilitated small
group discussion

March 17th, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM: Early Language and the Growing Brain
Presentation by Dr. Savitha Moorthy, followed by a facilitated small group discussion

April 21st, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM: Approaches to Early Literacy for Children with Special Needs
Presentation by Molly Cielinski, Inclusion Specialist with the Oakland Unified School District, followed
by a facilitated small group discussion

May 19th, 2026 | 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Oakland is a Reading Town

Information about the Oakland Literacy Coalition's new campaign, Oakland is a Reading Town,
including a small group discussion about ways to better promote reading in our community, and a
wrap-up of the topics we've discussed in this series REGISTER AT: https://bit.ly/MAY2026LTEL
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